
I. Call to Order

A. Roll Call

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 

RICE COUNTY BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 
Commissioner's Room I Govemme11t Services Building 

Thursday, February 18, 2021 at 6:30 PM 

The meeting was called to order electronically by Acting Chair Charlie Peters at 6:34 p.m.

Members present were: Preston Bauer, Charlie Peters, John McCmihy.
Members absent were: Michael Streiff, Jill Ellingson.

Staff present were: Director Julie Runkel, Zoning Administrator Trent Mccorkell, Administrative
Coordinator Anna Aguilar.

Others present: see Registrant List.

B. Motion by Preston Bauer, seconded by John McCarthy, Reading of the Notice.
RESULT: Approved, A YES: Charlie Peters, Preston Bauer, John McCarthy, NAYS: None

C. Motion by John McCarthy, seconded by Preston Bauer, Approval of the Agenda.
RESULT: Approved, A YES: Charlie Peters, Preston Bauer, Jolm McCmihy, NAYS: None

II. Old Business

1. Variance/Mitchell - Section 21, Wells Township

Barbara Mitchell has applied for a 30-ft variance from the 120-ft Lake setback limitation to allow for a
new house in a Planned Unit Development (PUD) to be built 90-ft from Roberds Lake also requested is

a variance to allow for removal of the existing lakeshore vegetation and grading to remove the top 7-ft of
elevation within the shore impact zone of Roberds Lake. The prope1iy is described as: Lot 5, Block 2,
Winjum's West Shore Addition, Rice County, Minnesota. PID#: 10.21.2.26.006. The prope1iy is Zoned
GDS, General Development Shoreland.

Motion by Charlie Peters, seconded by John McCarthy, to deny the Variance request for Barbara
Mitchell to grade in the Shore Impact Zone with the following findings. The property is located in

Section 21 of Wells Township.
RESULT: Approved, A YES: Charlie Peters, Preston Bauer, John McCarthy, NAYS: None

Hearing Minutes:

Zoning Administrator Trent Mccorkell (TM) presented the request to the Board of Adjustment (BOA).
TM - Tonight is to take action on the grading request and to provide findings.
PB - We are looking at Lot 5, and Lot 4 is the one that has graded the shore impact zone (SIZ) and that
was not given a variance, correct?

TM - Correct.
PB - What does our ordinance state regarding grading within the SIZ.
TM - The ordinance addresses not grading within the SIZ in multiple spots. TM read chapter 506.

JM - On the previous slide of the winter view with the shoreline, the lot to the left of the subject lot, that
looks like the grading was done a while ago or is that natural?
TM - The lake shore varies along this area of the lake. The entire planned unit development (PUD) was

graded when the road was done, other than the additional grading done on Lot 4.
PB - What can be done or is allowed under the ordinance, to the current SIZ.

TM - Read more of Chapter 506. The minimum is to allow access to the lake or removal of damaged or
diseased trees or exotic species like Buck Thorn. During my visit, I saw Prickly Ash, not Buck Thorn,

which is a native species.

The BOA asked the applicant, Barbara Mitchell (BM), to come forward to add comments or answer
questions regarding the request.

BM - I don't have to go into anything we spoke about last time, correct? Most of that was going into
detail of what was done on Lot 4 and us asking for the same consideration.
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