
I. Call to Order

A. Roll Call

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 

RICE COUNTY BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 

Commissioner's Room I Govemment Services Building 

Thursday, March 4, 2021 at 6:00 PM 

The meeting was called to order electronically by Chair Michael Streiff at 6:02 p.m.

Members present were: Michael Streiff, Preston Bauer, Charlie Peters, Jill Ellingson, John McCarthy.

Staff present were: Zoning Administrator Trent Mccorkell, Planning Technician Julia Hogan,
Administrative Coordinator Anna Aguilar.

Others present: see Registrant List.

B. Motion by Preston Bauer, seconded by Jill Ellingson, Reading of the Notice.
RESULT: Approved, A YES: Michael Streiff, Charlie Peters, Preston Bauer, Jill Ellingson, John
McCarthy, NAYS: None

C. Motion by Charlie Peters, seconded by Jill Ellingson, Approval of the Agenda.
RESULT: Approved, A YES: Jill Ellingson, Michael Streiff, John McCmihy, Charlie Peters, Preston
Bauer, Jill Ellingson, John McCarthy, NAYS: None

D. Motion by Jill Ellingson, seconded by John McCarthy, to approve the minutes of February 4,

2021.
RESULT: Approved, A YES: Michael Streiff, Charlie Peters, Preston Bauer, Jill Ellingson, John
McCmihy, NAYS: None

E. Motion by Charlie Peters, seconded by Preston Bauer, to approve the minutes of February 18,
2021.

RESULT: Approved, A YES: Michael Streiff, Charlie Peters, Preston Bauer, Jill Ellingson, John
McCarthy, NAYS: None

II. New Business

1. Variance/Kunkel - Section 27, Forest Township
Rod Kunkel has applied for a 5-ft variance from the 20-ft road right of way setback limitation and a
variance to allow for placement and grading within a bluff and steep slope area to allow for a 22-ft by
28-ft garage building within a bluff area with an existing slope exceeding 18%, and 15-ft from the Road
Right of Way of Fox Lake Trail. The property is described as: Outlot A, in Gillen's 2nd Sub-Division
and Part of Lot 1, in Gillen's Sub-Division, Section 27, Forest Township, Rice County, Minnesota. The
prope1iy address is: 13511 Fox Lake Trail, Faribault, MN 55021. PID#: 06.27.4.26.001. The property is
Zoned RDS, Recreational Development Shoreland.
Motion by Charlie Peters, seconded by John McCarthy, to approve the Variance request with the 

following conditions and findings for Rod Kunkel. The property is located in Section 27 of Forest 

Township. 

RESULT: Approved, AYES: Michael Streiff, Charlie Peters, Preston Bauer, Jill Ellingson, John 
McCarthy, NAYS: None 

CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL - Kunkel - Variance 

1. The variance is to allow for a 22-ft by 28-ft garage to be located 15-ft from the Fox Lake Trail
Road Right of Way and for the placement of the garage and grading within a bluff area with an
existing slope exceeding 18%, subject to compliance with all other Ordinance regulations.

2. Approved site plan shall be followed.

3. Proper building permits shall be obtained prior to any onsite construction.

4. The remaining land on the bluff area and lakeshore, other than a 10-ft wide path for lake access,
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Discussion: 
CP - Last night we had our Township board meeting and we discussed this item. This is not a Township 
road, it is a private road but we are familiar with it and the issues with it. They have a good plan. The 
whole neighborhood has been working aggressively to stop the erosion. They are all on a community 
septic out there, so drain fields are not an issue. If they engineer the culve1i correctly, it will help with 
the erosion issue and the Township has no issue with it. I will motion to approve this item. 
JM - I will second the motion. I think this is the reason why variances exist. It is a difficult sight and the 
applicant has a difficult problem that he is trying to work with the neighbors to solve. I fully support this. 
PB - I know erosion control will be managed during the construction project and it will benefit both of 
the neighbors. Plus, they are not going over the impervious surface limit. 

The Board of Adjustment reviewed the variance application and found that the applicant has established 
that all of the following criteria from Section 503 of the Zoning Ordinance amendment are met by this 
proposal: 

• Proposed use is allowed in the property's zoning district;
• Request is in harmony with the general pwpose and intent of the Zoning Ordinance and

consistent with the Comprehensive Plan;
• Applicant proposes to use the property in a reasonable manner not permitted by the Ordinance;
• The request stems from circumstances unique to the property, not one created by the landowner;
• If granted, this variance will not alter the essential character of the locality nor have any

significant impact on the surrounding properties;
• This is the minimum variance necessa,J1 to afford relief;
• Adequate sewage treatment and water capabilities can be provided;
• The variance would have no significant impact on public health or safety; and
• Special privileges are not conferred to the applicant that are denied owner of other lands,

structures, or buildings in the same district

The findings were read by Peters with the conditions as stated above and with the following additions by 
staff: 

JH: No further comments from Staff. 

Motion made, seconded, and approved unanimously. 

2. Variance/Drentlaw - Section 6, Wells Township
Dale Drentlaw has applied for a variance to add an accessory structure beyond the number of accessory
structures allowed per parcel, a 2,000-sqft variance from the 1,200-sqft shoreland accessory structure
size limitation, a 2, 100-sqft variance from the 2,000-sqft home occupation building size use limitation,
and a 10-ft variance from the 14-ft accessory structure height limitation to allow for a new 40-ft by 80-ft
pole shed with a 24-ft peak height and to allow for business use buildings totaling 4,100-sqft. The
prope1iy is described as: Lot 2 and Outlots A and C, Block 1, in Southern Shores, Section 6, Wells
Township, Rice County, Minnesota, The property address is: 15462 Shieldsville Blvd, Faribault, MN
55021. PID#: 10.06.1.51.002. The property is Zoned RDS, Recreational Development Shoreland.

Motion by Preston Bauer, seconded by Jill Ellingson, to approve the Variance request with the
following conditions and findings for Dale Drentlaw. The property is located in Section 6 of Wells
Township.
RESULT: Approved, A YES: Michael Streiff, Charlie Peters, Preston Bauer, Jill Ellingson, John
McCmihy, NAYS: None

CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL- Drentlaw- Variance 

1. The Variance is to allow for an additional 3,200-sqft accessory structure with a 24-ft peak height
on the property, subject to compliance with all other Ordinance regulations.

2. Approved site plan shall be followed.

3. The onsite septic system shall be shown to be in compliance with County/State standards by the
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